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In this day and age there is so much uncertainty. It seems the same rules that our parents 
or even our older friends followed, do not apply today. I’m living in a much different 
world than my dad lived. Every day I’m reminded about the vast array of things I don’t 
know.  But I realized that there are a few things I do know. This is not an exhaustive list 
(I say nothing here for instance about the multiplication tables I memorized in the second 
grade) and it’s not necessarily in order of importance. It’s just a list of the few things I 
have absolutely no doubt about. 
 
1. I need Jesus. This is more than just a super spiritual statement you might see on a 
Missouri road sign. This is more than a suggestion or a good idea. This is reality. This is 
one of the true ‘no-duh’ statements of all time. Without Jesus, my soul is lost and I 
deserve a life filled with the torment of my wrong choices. I need the hope I can only find 
in Him. The fact is, there is too much pain and destruction—evil and sin in this world. 
Hopelessness is too easy a choice to make. That’s why I need Jesus—every day. 
 
2. I am content. I really believe that a gut-level discontent is one of the key links that led 
to the enemy having victory in my life. I had a difficult time really enjoying the blessings 
that God had brought into my life. I was much too distracted by the things I did not have. 
I wanted more impact. I wanted better cars, a bigger house in a nicer neighborhood, a 
larger salary, etc. Discontent was like a seething slow burn of destruction in my soul 
leaving my mouth tasting like ashes. Contentedness was not something I’ve pursued but 
rather something I realize I now possess. I am thankful and I am content. 
 
3. Lainey is the perfect wife for me. Certainly there are many fine women in this world, 
with many positive attributes but there is only one in this whole world who is perfect for 
me…Lainey. Not only she stunningly beautiful on the outside, she is beautiful inside as 
well. She is a strong woman of character, a woman of principle and a woman of strong 
convictions. But more than that, she is a woman who is full of the Word of God and she’s 
committed to obedience. She’s incredibly wise and has a gift of discernment that I am 
just now learning to really appreciate. I have some strengths but I have many weaknesses. 
God, knowing my weaknesses, has matched me with a perfect partner and friend to offset 
those shortcomings. 
 
4. I am more than what I have become. Even though I am experiencing a freedom and 
contentedness (see #2) that I’ve never really felt before, I know I was born for more. I 
was created for greatness. Please know that I don’t define greatness by celebrity. 
Greatness is defined by impact on the lives of those around you. I was created to lead 
others, teach others. To encourage, train and motivate others. Yes, I have experienced this 
in small doses in my life. I know I was created to be this type of man. It will be my 
legacy—it’s what I was made for and I will pursue this with all that’s within me. 
 
5. I need to take a more active role in fathering. There is no doubt that being a dad is 
tough. It’s a lot more than just fathering a child. The daily decisions, the leadership, the 
consistency…and the vast unknown make being a dad a very daunting task. My kids need 



me. They need my strength, they need my input, they need my leadership; even if they 
don’t think they do. Some days, when I have to make seven or eight critical decisions 
when I first get home from work between the front door and the bedroom where I drop 
my briefcase, I think it’s too much. It’s too much weight to bear. It takes more out of me 
than I can seem to give. It’s then that I am reminded by that still small voice that I can 
handle it. In fact, more than handle it; I was created for it. My shoulders are broad enough 
to bear the weight. At that point it’s just a matter of shrugging on the mantle, accepting 
the pressure and weight and getting it done. 
 
6. There is no way I can coast in my spiritual walk. Geez, this is an area I used to teach 
on. You’d think that you’d be able to master the things you used to teach. But I digress. I 
have become keenly aware of the fact that “the enemy is like a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour.” I used to say that many people had the mental picture of a zoo 
cage and the lion is down the way and so there’s no reason why I can’t stick my hand 
through the bars of the cage down here. I mean, the lion is way down there. I could 
probably even jump over the fence for a while. As long as I make it back over when I see 
the lion coming. Sadly, I have learned from experience that this is simply not an accurate 
picture. The lion is actually right here, right now and the only thing protecting me is the 
fence—which is God’s grace and the blood of Jesus. If I fail in vigilance for even a 
moment, the enemy is right there to take advantage of the opportunity. 
 
7. I am surrounded by people who love me. I don’t think I’ve ever felt so loved in my 
life. I literally feel “held” by the love that others have for me and my family. I really 
believe that I’m able to reap the rich dividends on years of investing into strong 
relationships with friends. This is what it’s all about. Rough times come to every one at 
one time or another. Strong relationships are no shield against those times. But they are 
the thing that will carry me through. 
 
8. I am blessed. No duh. 
 
9. There is a world waiting for me beyond Christian media. I really believe this. Right 
now, I think I mostly believe it because I can’t believe that this is what I’ll be doing for 
the rest of my career. It’s not that I have a timetable or a direction. No, that would be too 
easy and would take no faith on my part. But there has to be more. People have told me 
there’s more and I believe it. My focus is to just take the steps today I’m supposed to 
take. Do those “today” things I’m supposed to do and trust that God is overseeing 
tomorrow and will handle those details. I’m content with that. 
 
10. I love to travel. This is one thing I’ve always known but has really become a reality 
with the job I have now. I travel on the average of once a month, usually for just a night 
or two—rarely longer than that. I’m always ready to go…and I’m always ready to come 
home. 
 
11. Exercise is vital. With every step I run, I feel like I’m outrunning my health heritage. 
With dad battling all the Big 3; heart disease, Diabetes, prostate cancer, I feel the battle is 
mine to take up or not. I’ve chosen to take it up. When I exercise I feel better physically 



and emotionally. I also find that I’m more disciplined in the other areas of my life. It’s 
hard, but worth it. 
 
12. Family is the greatest gift. Can there really be any greater gift than a loving spouse 
who is also your best friend. Then to have children with that spouse; truly the fruit of 
your loving relationship is an awesome thing. I believe in the end when it’s all over your 
family relationships are one of the only eternal things you do when you are here on this 
planet. 
 
13. God’s ways are far above my own. Certainly, I would have planned for the last 
several months of my life to go differently than it has. Actually, the last several months of 
my life was screwed up because I had taken control…sorry about that. The truth is God is 
great enough to use even our screw ups to get the very best out of us. Did God cause me 
to mess up? No. But God knew what was coming and made arrangements for my healing, 
restoration and recovery, if I was able to humble myself and turn from the mess I’d made 
of my life. Only God, with His divine perspective, can pull that off. 
 
14. The only real peace comes in the NOW of my life. Brennan Manning changes 
NOWHERE to NOW HERE. The only place we can really encounter God is now. The 
only place our faith or trust or belief is really any good is right now. We can’t do 
anything about the past…it’s done. The future is yet to be determined and though the 
decisions and choices we make today shape the future, it’s still the future and it does no 
good to focus on what might be. Now is all that matters. It’s no secret that the enemy 
spends a huge amount of energy attacking us with guilt about the past and worry about 
the future effectively robbing us of NOW. 
 
15. Breaking bread is a sacred act. I can’t explain it and I hope I’m not guilty of over-
spiritualizing but eating…sitting around the table with family and friends, is a sacred act. 
There’s something that happens around the table when people are eating. If the time is 
taken advantage of there’s an openness, even anointing that occurs that isn’t present 
anywhere else. Of course there’s plenty of examples in the Bible of the special 
significance of food and sitting down to meals together. I want to do more to make that 
happen in my life with my family and with friends. 
 
16. God’s anointing is a beautiful thing. I don’t remember who said it (I think it was 
Benny Hinn) but there was a quote, “I’d rather die than have to live without God’s 
anointing.” I can really relate. The anointing wasn’t all the time, every day. But it was 
often enough that I knew I wasn’t alone. He was with me every step of the way. To think 
that I chose not to engage, not to communicate, even shunning the anointing for my own 
way and my own selfishness is appalling. I’m becoming re-acquainted with God’s 
presence and it’s familiarity is comforting. Yeah, I remember this. I remember what this 
is like. That kind of daily companionship is a beautiful thing. 
 
17. Simple is better. Man, my life gets confusing. Granted, most of the confusion is of 
my own making. But I’m convinced that life will always tend toward confusion and 
chaos not toward simplicity. Simplicity is something you have to fight for every day. 



Keep it simple. Don’t make stuff more than it is. Take things one day at a time. Keep 
your perspective. Remember NOW (see #14).  
 
18. Rainy mornings are best. There are times when I’m laying in bed with Lainey early 
in the morning listening to the rain falling outside and thinking, “It absolutely cannot get 
any better than this.” Certainly, there’s a lot of stuff you can’t do when it’s raining. But 
there’s a lot of stuff you can only do when it rains. Just laying there talking or listening to 
the rain enjoying being next to the one you love…it really doesn’t get much better. 
 
19. Being a dad is hard work. Another ‘no-duh’ statement. I touched on this a little in 
#5. But I wanted to re-state here that being a dad is hard. On any given day I’m making 
decisions about money, time, personnel, site management, organization, administration, 
romance, counseling, leadership, relationships, discipline, spiritual issues, and the list 
goes on. Now I’m not saying it’s any tougher than being a mom, but it is it’s own unique 
role with it’s own unique challenges. It’s no wonder so many guys just walk away; either 
physically leave or emotionally check out. It’s easy to see how guys can get short sighted 
and punt when the real reward is just around the corner.  
 
20. I was born to be a dad. You want to know the one movie that’s probably affected 
me more than any other? Hook. There I said it. It’s not Braveheart, or Chariots of Fire, or 
Field of Dreams. Although those are all definitely in my top five. But number one is 
Hook. The picture of going into battle with a bunch of kids still touches me in a way I 
can’t really communicate. To train, motivate, lead kids against a common enemy and 
then actually find joy in that battle (like the boys against Hook) is a picture of my destiny. 
I’ve been guilty of thinking that my “next big thing” was “out there” somewhere. I think 
it’s more likely that my next big thing is actually right here under my nose; my kids. 
 
21. I love my kids. This I know. To think that I’ve made selfish decisions in my past 
with no regard for my children or how my decisions would affect them is a shame I’ll 
live with the rest of my life. My kids are, well, my kids. They belong to me. To me and 
Lainey. No one else. God, in all his infinite wisdom, gave us these seven precious people 
to watch over and seed into. He could’ve given them to any one, in any time in history 
but he gave them to us. He bundled up their unique destiny in a little baby and then 
handed them over one at a time to me and Lainey and just said, “Get them ready for me 
to use.” That’s pretty overwhelming. But my kids are much more than projects. They are 
living, breathing packages of potential. Lord, I pray I don’t screw this up. I love my kids. 
 
 


